
 

Welcome to the 5th Annual Meeting of the  

Southern Christmas Tree Association. 

 
September 25-27, 2009 

 

Hosted by Grant Christmas Tree Farm 

Grant, Louisiana 

Creating traditions and memories... 



 YEAR  PRESIDENT   MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL MEETING 

  

  2005  Paul Beavers (AL)    76  Birmingham, AL 

  2006  Bentley Curry (LA)   62  Monroe, LA 

  2007  Tommy McDaniel (MS)  66  Meridian, MS 

  2008  Ray Gilbert (AL)   70  Lanett, AL 

  2009  Clarke Gernon (LA)   60  Grant, LA 
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Southern Christmas Tree Association 

2009 Officers and Directors 
 
President  
Clarke Gernon, Shady Pond Tree Farm, LLC 

P.O. Box 896  Pearl River, LA 70452 

985-863-5569 email: cjg@cgernon.com 

 

Senior Vice President  
Larry Massey, Rosebud C’mas Tree Farm 

5819 Gunter Rd., Walnut Grove, MS 39189 

601-253-2285 

email:  massey_larry@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President 
Steve Mannhard, Fish River Trees, Inc. 

13982 Wood Haven Dairy Rd. E., Summerdale, AL 36580 

251-988-8114 

Email: fishrivertrees@gulftel.com 
 

Executive Secretary—Business Office 
Michael May, Lazy Acres Plantation, LLC 

596 Lazy Acres Road, Chunky, MS 39323 

601-655-8263 email: lazyacresfarm@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Parliamentarian 
Ray Gilbert, Gilbert Christmas Tree Farm 

1230 County Road 296 Lanett, AL 36863 

334-499-4007 email: raygilbert@mindspring.com 
 

National Director 
Bentley Curry, Curry's Christmas Tree Farm 

548 Robinson Drive, Rayville, LA 71269 

318-728-6203 email: bentleycurry@aol.com 

ALABAMA DIRECTORS 
 

Paul Beavers 

10093 Bradford Trafford Rd. 

Trafford, AL 35172 

205-681-4494 

beaverstreefarm@bellsouth.net 
 

 

William Gandy, Gandy’s Tree Farm 

18783 Union Rd., Vance, AL 35490 

205-553-6305 

email: gandytreefarm@aol.com 

 

 

 

Dr. Ken Tilt, Auburn University 

420 Joy Drive, Auburn, AL 36830 

334-844-5484 

email: ktilt@acesag.auburn.edu 

 

LOUSIANA DIRECTORS 
 

Joe Gersch 

29400 Ruby Purvis Rd 

Independence, LA 70443 

985-878-6223 

joegersch@yahoo.com 
 

 

Reggie Pulliam, Kringlewood C’mas Trees 
9110 Greenwell Spg. Pt. Hudson, Zachary, LA 70791 

225-658-4999 

email: kringlewood@bellsouth.net 
 

 

 

Dr. Don Reed, Louisiana State University 

4419 Idlewild Rd, Clinton, LA 70722 

225-683-5891 

email: dreed@agctr.lsu.edu 
 

MISSISSIPPI DIRECTORS 
 

Bill Brake 

300 Alliston Farm Place 

Florence, MS 39073 

601-845-3085 

kandbfarms2000@aol.com 
 
 

Wesley Bass, Bass Trees and Supply 
551 Delancey Robbins Rd., Columbia, MS 39429 

601-731-7661 

email: basstree@netdoor.com 
 

 

 

Dr. Stephen Dicke, Mississippi State Univ. 

1320 Seven Spgs. Rd, Raymond, MS 39154 

601-857-2284 

email: steved@ext.msstate.edu 
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STOP BY AND VISIT WITH OUR VENDORS. 

LET THEM KNOW THAT WE APPRECIATE THEIR 

SUPPORT OF OUR ASSOCIATION! 

 

 

BASS TREES AND SUPPLY, INC. 
Wesley and Ginny Bass 

 

 

TIM MITCHELL’S YULE STANDS 
Tom and Sylvia Richards 



SCTA  
 

Membership Report: 

 

Alabama……………………..…14 

Louisiana…………………….… 23 

Mississippi……………………... 21 

Other states…………………….. 2 

 

Total…………………………….60 

Encouraging the production and sale of 

quality, southern grown Christmas trees. 
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SCTA ANNUAL TREE CONTEST RULES 
 

 
The Southern Christmas Tree Association (SCTA) shall hold an tree contest at its annual Fall meeting for the purpose 

of promoting and rewarding excellence in the production of Christmas trees in the region and establishing eligibility of 

the winners for NCTA’s National Christmas Tree Contest. 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY OF ENTRANTS 

 All current members of SCTA are eligible to enter a tree in the contest.  

 Members may enter more than one tree in the contest, but only ONE tree per species. 

 Each tree entered must be set up in the established display area not later than 9:00 am of the first day of the 

annual meeting. 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS OF ENTRIES 

 All classes of commercially grown Christmas trees are eligible for entry in the contest, including both cut trees 

and container-grown trees.  There will be no separate classes or categories of trees. 

 Eligible trees must be no less than 6 ft. in height and no more than 8 ft. in height measured from the bottom of 

the handle to the tip of the leader.  

 In the case of container trees, it will be measured from the bottom of the pot to the top of the leader.  The con-

tainer can be any size or shape except that the diameter of the top of pot cannot exceed 24 in. 

 Entries cannot be artificially colored or flocked. 

 Entries cannot have branches or limbs that are wired, tied, or inserted in any fashion within the tree. 

 Any tree failing to meet these requirements will be declared ineligible by the contest chairperson. 

 

 

ENTRY AND BALLOTING PROCEDURES 

 Members who enter a tree in the contest will notify the contest chairperson of their entry prior to the entry 

deadline. 

 The President of SCTA will appoint a three-person contest committee with a chairperson to supervise the con-

test procedures, balloting, and announcement of awards. 

 The chairperson will attach a numbered tag to each entry and maintain a log of each entry detailing the en-

trant and the assigned number of his/her tree 

 The Association Secretary will prepare ballots prior to the beginning of the meeting and include them in the 

registration packet. 

 Balloting for the tree contest must conclude not later than 1:00 pm of the first day of the annual meeting.  Bal-

lots will be collected by the contest chairperson and counted by the three-person contest committee. 

 

CONTEST AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 A first, second, and third place award will be presented to the entries from each state that received the most 

votes. 

 A contest Grand Champion and Reserve Champion will also be awarded to the two entrants receiving the 

most votes from among the winners from the three states. 

 The Grand Champion and Reserve Champion will have the honor of representing the SCTA at the National 

Contest sponsored by NCTA in the following year’s Annual NCTA Contest. 
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2009 Annual Meeting 
 

 

 

Friday September 25th 2009 
 

12:00 p.m. Exhibitor setup begins – Grant Christmas Tree Farm 

  7:00 p.m. Board of Directors Dinner – (Dutch treat at Double D Steakhouse) 

  8:45 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting – Country Inns of  DeRidder 
 

 

 

Saturday September 26th 2009 

Grant Christmas Tree Farm—Grant, LA 
 

 8:00 a.m.  Registration and Exhibits Open 

 

 8:00 a.m.  Registration of Christmas Trees for contest 

 

 8:45 a.m.  Welcome and opening comments    

  Clarke Gernon, SCTA President 

 

 9:00 a.m.  Report on Leyland cypress research project 

  Dr. David Ingram, MS State University 

 

 9:45 a.m. What motivates people to purchase Christmas trees 

  Limited Liability Agritourism Law in Louisiana-what’s in it for you? 

  Dora Ann Hatch, LA State University 

 

10:45 a.m Break – Visit Vendors 

 

11:00 a.m. Creating unique experiences on your farm that will attract customers. 

  Marketing your farm through social media. 

  Michael May, Lazy Acres Plantation, LLC 

 

12:00 p.m. LUNCH at the farm. VOTE on Christmas trees 

   

  1:00 p.m. Weed identification and control 

  Dr. Bill Williams—LA State University 

  

  2:00 p.m. Propagation of Leyland cypress seedlings 

  Gray Anderson, Grant Christmas Tree Farm 

 

  3:00 p.m. Break – Visit Vendors 

 

  3:15 p.m. National Director Report 

  Bentley Curry 

 

  SCTA Business Meeting 
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  6:30 p.m. Banquet  

  Note: There will be an auction at the conclusion of the banquet to raise funds for  

  SCTA. Everyone please bring an item that can be included in the auction. 
 

 

Sunday September 27th 2009 

Grant Christmas Tree Farm—Grant, LA 
 

  8:30 a.m. Worship Service at Farm 

 

  9:00 a.m. Welcome to Grant Christmas Tree Farm – Gray and Mollie Anderson 

 

  9:15 a.m. Walking / Ride Tour of Farm 

   See Christmas tree operation, Syrup production and festival, honey bees, Pumpkin Patch 

 

10:30 a.m. SPLIT SESSION 

  Conducting School Tours—Mollie Anderson 

  New Grower Workshop: Planting, staking, trimming—Larry Massey 

 

 

11:30 a.m. Lunch at the farm 
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SCTA ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF 9/22/09 

 

 Checking  $  7,564.70 

 Savings  $12,266.60 

 

 Total   $19,831.30 

 

 

Results of NCTA Farm Tour 

 

 36 Registrations @ $65.00 each  $2,340 

 

  - Credit Card fees   $     68 

  - NCTA Promo $5/person  $   180 

  - Busses  (with tip)   $   700 

  - Portable Toilets   $   150 

  - Meals     $   420 

  - Dr. John Kushla registration $   294 

   

  Total Expenses    $1,812 

 

 Net Income     $   528 

CHRISTMAS PRODUCTS 
a division of Evans & Company, Inc. 

Keep the traditions alive! 

7930 Zeigler Blvd 

Mobile, Al 36608 

800-832-4521 

251-633-6840 fax 

www.evanschristmas.com 

www.evansandcompanyinc.com 

Providing quality products at competitive prices 

with fast delivery and southern hospitality! 

Colorant, pruners, saws, netting, balers, tree 

stands, preservative, tree tags and banners, wreath 

supplies, bamboo tree stakes, flock and flock 

equipment. Call for free catalog. 

 



SCTA 2009 MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 

NAME     ADDRESS   PHONE/FAX EMAIL/WEBSITE 

 
Beavers , Paul and Carolyn    10093 Bradford Trafford Rd.   205-681-4494 beaversp@bellsouth.net 

BEAVERS CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Trafford , AL 35172   205-681-4494 www.beaverschristmastreefarm.com 

 

Brown , George and Trish    482 St. Claire Lane   256-851-9375  gbrown1@hiwaay.net 

VALLEY C'MAS TREE PLANTATION  Huntsville , AL 35811    www.valleychristmastree.com 

 

Duncan, Michael     1879 CR 107   205-688-1826 neelyfarms@centurytel.net 

NEELY FARMS    Randolph, AL 36792 

 

Gandy , William and Katie    18783 Union Rd.    205-553-6305  gandytreefarm@aol.com 

GANDY'S TREE FARM    Vance , AL 35490 

 

Gilbert , Ray and Joan    1230 County Road 296   334 499-4007  raygilbert@mindspring.com 

GILBERT CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Lanett , AL 36863      www.gilberttreefarm.com 

 

Graves , Ben and Betty    15025 Highway 231 S 

PROMISE LAND FARM    Cottonwood , AL 36320 

 

Lynn, Phillip    2405 Rockledge St.   334-703-9045 phil@philsblindsanddesigns.co 

L & G FARMS    Opelika, AL 36803   334-821-2555  

 

Mannhard , Steve and Sandra   13982 Wood Haven Dairy Rd. E.  251-988-8114  fishrivertrees@gulftel.com 

FISH RIVER TREES, INC.    Summerdale , AL 36580     www.fishrivertrees.com 

 

Porter , Dennis     1201 Lamon Chapel Road   205-387-1429 dporters8@gmail.com 

PORTER'S CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Jasper , AL 35503 

 

Schwerman , Roger    7854 Walsingham Rd.   256-882-6155  rdsbaron@aol.com 

SCHWERMAN C'MAS TREE PLANT. Huntsville , AL 35802     xmastreefarm.net 

 

Thornhill , Webb and Joy    15107 Ala. Hwy. 71   256-451-3640  jthornhill@farmerstel.com 

THORNHILL FARM    Pisgah , AL 35765 

 

Dr. Tilt , Ken     420 Joy Drive     ktilt@acesag.auburn.edu 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY    Auburn , AL 36830 

 

Wadsworth , Frank and Lucie   3266 Trotters Trail    334-567-6308  drflivingston@aol.com 

WADSWORTH C'MAS TREE FARM   Wetumpka , AL 36093    home.mindspring.com/~wadsoil 

 

Walker, Cary and Carlene   538 Pine Hill Circle   205-841-6766 carywalkerassoc@bellsouth.net 
PINE HILL FARMS    Tarrant, AL 35217     pinehillfarms.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anderson , Gray and Mollie    17030 Hwy 10    318-634-3408  mea1988@yahoo.com 

GRANT C'MAS TREE FARM INC.   Pitkin , LA 70656    318-634-3408  grantchristmastreefarm.com 

 

Beavers , Lewis and Elaine    2237 Hwy 563    318-247-8238  leabea@msn.com 

BEAVERS CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Simsboro , LA 71275   318-368-4455 

 
Cox , James and Marcia    3333 Turner Road    225-683-9706  mjcox9@aol.com 

TWO ROOSTERS FARM    Ethel , LA 70730 

 

Curry , Bentley and Sandy    548 Robinson Drive   318-728-6203 bentleycurry@aol.com 

CURRY'S CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Rayville , LA 71269  318-728-5554 www.curryfarms.net 
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Gernon , Clarke     P.O. Box 896    985-863-5569  cjg@cgernon.com 

SHADY POND TREE FARM, L.L.C.   Pearl River , LA 70452   985-863-3314  www.cgernon.com/sptf 

 

Gersch, Joe    29400 Ruby Purvis Rd  985-878-6223 joegersch@yahoo.com 

Yawn Station Christmas Tree Farm  Independence, LA, 70443 

 

Gulino, Richard Sr.    1921 W. Gause Blvd. West  985-641-0249 gulino0249@bellsouth.net 

TREELAND    Slidell, LA 70460   985-781-2188 www.treelandchristmastrees. 

 

Horton, Johnny and Melissa   1208 Gladway Rd   318-395-8450 jhorton09@bellsouth.net 

SANDY CREEK FARM AND RANCH Quitman, LA 71268   

 

King , Jim and Samantha    26800 James King Rd   225-567-9670  jking@i-55.com 

KING'S CHRISTMAS TREE FARM   Hammond , LA 70403   225-567-9670 

 

Matthew , Art and Sherry    130 Carrollton Ave   985-893-5520  tigerxmas@aol.com 

TIGER BRANCH CHRISTMAS TREES  Metairie , LA 70005  504-831-1422 

 

Milton , Monroe and Melinda   1605 Hwy 457    318-442-0565  info@miltonsfarm.com 

MILTON’S CHRISTMAS TREE FARM Lecompte , LA 71346    www.miltonsfarm.com 

 

Moran, Camille     125 Martin Drive   318-357-0748 caramor@wnonline.net 

4 SEASONS PLANTATION   Natchitoches, LA 71457 

 

Norman, Stephen    63 Rosalie Road   318-448-3139 stephen@rosaliepecans.com 

ROSALIE SUGARMILL, INC.  Alexandria, LA 71302    rosaliepecans.com 

 

Pangburn, Brian    P.O. Box 900   225-638-4752 info@pangburnacres.com 

PANGBURN ACRES   New Roads, LA 70760    www.pangburnacres.com 

 

Peairs , Ricky and Lisa   8380 Hwy 963    225-683-6828 windyhillsfarm@gmail.net 

WINDY HILLS FARM    Ethel , LA 70730    225-683-4278 windyhillsfarm.net 

 

Pepper , Joe and Grace    2181 Hwy 557    318-387-5172 

PEPPER CHRISTMAS TREE FARM   West Monroe , LA 71292 

 

Porter , James and Karen    61004 North Military Rd   985-641-4321  kfporter@bellsouth.net 

PORTER'S CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Slidell , LA 70461 

 

Pulliam , Reginald and Jo Ann   9110 Greenwell Spg. Pt. Hudson  225-658-4999  kringlewood@bellsouth.net 

KRINGLEWOOD C'MAS TREE   Zachary , LA 70791   225-658-5247 

 

Rawls , Don and Barbara    455 Glen Acres Rd    318-396-5113  micahwendy@bellsouth.net 

PRECIOUS MEMORIES FARM, LLC  Calhoun , LA 71225    preciousmemorieschristmastre 

 

Dr. Reed , Don     4419 Idlewild Road   225-683-5891  dreed@agctr.lsu.edu 

LSU AG CENTER     Clinton , LA 70722 

 

Shaffer, Lee    2678 Hwy 311   985-872-3197 lshaffers@aol.com 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS   Schriever, LA 70395   

 

Vincent , Lloyd and Lena    17015 W. Hwy 700   337-643-6380 

VINCENT'S CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Kaplan , La 70548 

 

Weaver , Mark     2995 Jolly Napier Rd   318-636-6101 weavertree@comcast.net 

WEAVER'S CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Shreveport , LA 71119    weaverschristmastreefarm.com 
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NAME     ADDRESS   PHONE/FAX EMAIL/WEBSITE 

 

 

Acosta , Al and Lo     177 Wind-N-Oaks Rd   504-682-3315  al1lo2@datastar.net 

CHILDRENS C'MAS TREE FOREST   Carriere , MS 39426     www.childrenstreeforest.com 

 

Bass , Wesley Ginny    551 Delancey Robbins Rd  601-731-7661  basstree@netdoor.com 

BASS TREES & SUPPLY, INC.   Columbia , MS 39429   601-736-2231 

 

Becker, Jay    60 Hammock Road   601-799-2473 jlbecker@bellsouth.net 

JAYWOOD FARMS   Carriere, MS 39426 

 

Brake , Bill and Kim    300 Alliston Farm Place   601-845-3085  kbfarms2000@aol.com 

K&B FARM     Florence , MS 39073 

 

Dr. Dicke , Stephen    1320 Seven Springs Road   601-857-2284  steved@ext.msstate.edu 

CENTRAL MS R & E CENTER   Raymond , MS 39154  601-857-2358  msucares.com 

 

Doles , Mullins and Norma    1890 Getwell Rd. N.   662-429-9462  naomitrees@aol.com 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TREE FARM   Nesbit , MS 38651      www.merrychristmastreefa… 

 

Foster, Mike  and Martha   008 Love Road   662-429-2540 robertfoster@cedarhfarm.com 

CEDAR HILL FARM   Hernando, MS 38632    www.cedarhfarm.com 

 

Haley, Larry  and Linda   13493 Martha Redmond Rd  228-832-0027 larry-haley@att.net 

HOLLY BERRY HILLS   Saucier, MS 39574    

 

Hartzog , Pete and Joan    1201 Ferguson Mill Rd.   601-886-7747  hollytree89farm@hotmail. 

HOLLY TREE FARM    Silver Creek , MS 39663 

 

Dr. Kushla, John    P.O. Box 1690   662-566-2201 JDKushla@ext.msstate.edu 

MSU Forestry    Verona, MS 38879 

 

Marolt , Mike and Debra    43 Waukomis Lake Rd.   662-286-8157 dmarolt@corinth.k12.ms.us 

PINE MOUNTAIN TREE FARM   Corinth , MS 38834 

 

Massey , Larry  and Sue   5819 Gunter Rd.    601-253-2285  massey_larry@hotmail.com 

ROSEBUD C'MAS TREE PLANTATION  Walnut Grove , MS 39189   601-253-2285 rosebudchristmastrees.jsmass 

 

May, Michael and Cathy   596 Lazy Acres Road  601-655-8264 mmay@lazy-acres.com 

LAZY ACRES PLANTATION, LLC  Chunky, MS 39323     www.lazy-acres.com 

 

McDaniel , Tommy and Jo Nell  6142 Attala Rd 4116  662-289-1081 

OLE MCDANIEL C'MAS TREE FARM  Sallis , MS 39160 

 

Morgan, Don and Bonnie   2139 S. Greensburg Rd  601-657-8424 morgandonald@bellsouth.net 

MORGAN HILLS    Liberty, MS 39645 

 

Pence, Terry and Jeannie   4140 Hwy 346   662-489-5477 jeannie@pencechristmastree 

PENCE CHRISTMAS TREE FARM  Pontotoc, MS 38863    www.pencechristmastreefarm.com 

 

Pigott , Terry and Sherry    1098 Northwood Dr.   601 276-3300  pigott@cableone.com 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES TREE FARM  Summit , MS 39666   601 684-1925 

 

Shearer, Bob    216 McMahon Road  601-264-3445 rshearer216@comcast.net 

SHEARER’S TREES   Purvis, MS 39475 

 

Smith , Roger      793 Sanford Rd.    601-582-2642  smithtre@bellsouth.net 

SMITH'S CHRISTMAS TREES   Moselle , MS 39459 

 

Thomley, Howard  and Mamie  50 Hegwood Rd   601-264-2743 thomleysfgs@gmail.com 

THOMLEY’S SANTA FOREST  Hattiesburg, MS 39402  601-264-6815 

 

Worthey, Lowell    60025 Worthey Ln  662-256-1171 lwworthey@earthlink.net 

WORTHEY TREE FARM  Amory, MS 
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NAME     ADDRESS   PHONE/FAX EMAIL/WEBSITE 

 

 

Ayers, Steve    379 Okolona Rd     roanvalley@hotmail.com 

ROAN VALLEY TREE FARM  Johnson City, TN 37601  828-688-2675 roanvalleytrees.com 

 

Richards, Tom    3928 Greenfield Ln   270-684-3081  

TIM MITCHELL’S YULE STANDS  Owensboro, KY 42301 
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Directions to Grant Christmas Tree Farm 
 

 

Turn Right out of the Motel Parking Lot. 
 

Travel thru 5 traffic lights. At the 6th  traffic light, Hwy. 171 makes a left 

turn. You must make that left turn. 
 

You will go thru two traffic lights, one caution light, and then at third traffic 

light you will make a left turn onto Hwy. 112.  (You will have traveled 4 

miles from the hotel at this point.) 
 

Travel 20 ½ miles on Hwy. 112 then turn right on Hwy. 377. 
 

This will bring you into the town of Grant (approx 2 miles). You will see a 

school on the left and the highway turns left at the school. You need to turn 

right in that curve onto K.C. Smith Rd. Take the second road to the left and 

follow it to the dead end!! 

Directions to Banquet Location 
 

From the hotel parking lot turn right. After the 6th traffic light go 2 blocks 

then turn left into the parking lot of the 1st Baptist Church of DeRidder.  

Note: Make sure you are in the right hand lane at the 6th light. The left hand 

lane is a turn only lane. 

 

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH DIRECTIONS OR ANYTHING ELSE  

DURING THIS MEETING PLEASE CALL GRAY ANDERSON AT  

337-789-3072 OR MICHAEL MAY AT 601-917-4196. 
 


